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VISHNU PURANA. 

BOOK IV. (continued). 

■ ■ ■ 

CHAPTER VI. 

Kings of the lunar dynasty. Origin of Soma or the Moon: he 
carries off Tara, the wife of Brihaspati: war between the gods 
and Asuras, in consequence : appeased by Brahma. Birth of 
Budha: married to Ila, daughter of Vaivaswata. Legend of 
his son Pururavas and the nymph Urvasi: the former institutes 
offerings with fire: ascends to the sphere of the Gandharvas. 

. — You have given me, reverend (pre- 
ceptor), an account of (the kings of) the dynasty of the 
Sun. I am now desirous to hear a description of the 
princes who trace their lineage from the Moon, and 
whose race is still celebrated for glorious deeds. Thou 
art able to relate it to me, Brahman, if thou wilt so 
favour me. 

Parasara. — You shall hear from me, Maitreya,* an 
account of the illustrious family of the Moon, which 
has produced (many celebrated) rulers of the earth, — 
a race adorned by (the regal qualities of) strength, 
valour, magnificence, prudence, f and activity, and 
enumerating, amongst its monarchs, Nahusha, Yayati, 

j'ri,3[CI]>7i> k 7d r j i ■ ■. 1 v ■ V.-J E-.-k-.v ■ =J - 1 - L " v " ' mj " ' 

■■■ ■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ......... ... . 

* Literally, “tiger of a sage,” muni-sdrdula. See Vol. III., p. 118 , 
note §. 

t Dyuti and SUa. 

IV. 
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Kartaviryarj una, * and others equally renowned. That 
race will I describe to you. Do you attend. 

Atri was the son of Brahma, the creator of the uni- 
verse, who sprang from the lotos that grew from the 
navel of Narayana. The son of Atri was Soma 1 (the 
moon), whom Brahma f installed as the sovereign of 
plants, of Brahmans, and of the stars, t Soma celebrated 
the Rajasuya (sacrifice); and, from the glory thence 
acquired, and the extensive dominion with which he 
had been invested, he became arrogant (and licentious), 
and carried off Tara, the wife of Bfihaspati, the pre- 
ceptor of the gods. In vain Brihaspati sought to re- 
cover his bride; in vain Brahma commanded, and the 
holy sages remonstrated: Soma refused to relinquish 
her. § Usanas, || out of enmity to Brihaspati, took part 
with Soma.*! Rudra, who had studied under Angiras, 



1 The Vayu says, the essence of Soma (Somatwa) issued from 
the eyes of Atri, and impregnated the ten quarters. The Bbaga- 
vata** says, merely, that Soma was born from the eyes of Atri. 
The Brahma Purana and Hari Vamsa give a grosser name to 
the effusion. 






* That is to say, Arjuna, son of Kritavirya. See, for him, Chapter XI. 



of this Book. 

t Called, in the original, by his epithet abjayoni . 
+ Compare Vol. II., p. 85. 




, In the corresponding passage of the Bhagavata-purana, — IX., XIV., 
6, — the name is Sukra. For the discordant accounts of the parentage of 
Usanas, see Vol. II., p. 152, note 1; for Sukra, ibid., pp. 117, 155. 




** IX., XIV., 3. 
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(the father of Brihaspati*), befriended his fellow- 
student. In consequence of Usanas, their preceptor, 
joining Soma, Jambha, Kujambha, and all the Daityas, 
Danavas, and other foes of the gods, came, also, to his 
assistance; f whilst Indra and all the gods were the 
allies of Brihaspati. t 

Then there ensued a fierce contest, which, being on 
account of Taraka (or Tara), was termed the Taraka- 
maya or Taraka war. § In this, the gods, led by Rudra, 
hurled then* missiles on the enemy;’ and the Daityas t 
(with equal determination assailed) the gods. Earth, 
shaken to her centre by the struggle between such 
foes, had recourse to Brahma, for protection; on which 
he interposed, and, commanding Usanas, with the 
demons, and Rudra** with the deities, to desist from 
strife, compelled Soma to restore Tara to her hus- 
band, ff Finding that she was pregnant, Brihaspati 
desired her no longer to retain her burthen; §§ and, in 
obedience to his orders, she w r as delivered of a son, 



- ■■■■■ 
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* See Vol. I., p. 153, note 2. 







Vf^<T | Nilakantha, commenting on the Mahabharata, Sabka-parvan , 
si. 939, explains the term tarakamaya as follows: rfT' 5 C®RT W” 




II Asura . 

Danavas, in the original. 

$ 

** Substituted for Saukara. 
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whom she deposited in a clump of long Munja-grass.* 
The child, from the moment of its birth, was endued 
with a splendour that dimmed the radiance of every 
(other) divinity; and both Brihaspati and Soma,f fas- 
cinated by his beauty, claimed him as their child. The 
gods, in order to settle the dispute, appealed to Tara; 
but she was ashamed, and would make no answer. As 
she still continued mute to their repeated applications, 
the child (became incensed, and) was about to curse 
her, saying: “Unless, vile woman, you immediately 
declare who is my father, I will sentence you to such 
a fate as shall deter every female, in future, from hesi- 
tating to speak the truth. ”t On this, Brahma § (again 
interfered, and) pacified | the child, and then, ad- 
dressing Tara, said: “Tell me, daughter, is this the 
child of Brihaspati? or of Soma?” “Of Soma,” said 
Tara, blushing. fT As soon as she had spoken, the lord 
of the constellations** — his countenance bright, and 
expanding with rapture, — embraced his son, and said: 
“Well done, my boy! Verily, thou art wise.” And, 
hence, his name was Budha. 1 

1 ‘He who knows.’ Much erroneous speculation has origi- 
nated in confounding this Budha, the son of Soma, and regent 
of the planet Mercury, — ‘he who knows,’ ‘the intelligent,’ — 









* The Sanskrit has ishikd , which the scholiast explains to mean munja . 
t Exchanged for Indu. 




§ Pitamaha, in the original. 
f | Samnivaryay ‘checking/ 




** Udupati . 



